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Dated June 4, 2007 
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RCF WEEKLY BRIEF 

Speaker: Debbie Dove 
 

Topic: “Hospice of Memorial Hospital” 
 

Rtn-in-charge: Rtn Julie Kreilick 
 

PROGRAM FOR TODAY 

PROCEEDINGS ON MONDAY, May 21, 2007 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
NAME    CLUB   
Rtn Elaine Blackmore  Sandusky 
Rtn Nathan Danzigen  Sylvania 
 

CLUB GUESTS 
NAME    Guest of_______ 
Mayor Terry Overmyer  Guest Speaker 
Ms. Suzanne Morley   Rtn MJ Michael 
Mr. Jim Banks    Rtn Jim Toews 
Mr. Anthony Rusher  PP Gary Perkins 
Parents of Ms. Stephanie Wilhelm 
Parents of Mr. Nick Swint 
Parents of Ms. Beth Affholder 
Parents of Ms. Katherine Jones 
Parents of Eric Silva 
 

  

Speaker– Jan Beck 
 

Topic– “The Growth Coach” 
 

Rtn-in-charge – Rtn Marilee Ladd 

 

  

Students of the YEAR  
Ms. Stephanie Wilhelm - Fremont Ross High 
Mr. Nick Swint – SJCC 
Ms. Beth Affholder – Vanguard Career Center 
Mr. Eric Silva -Tech Prep 
Ms. Katherine Jones – Terra Community College 
 
CLUB PROCEEDINGS 
PE Helene called the meeting to order at 12:12 pm and led 
the Rotary Prayer and followed with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

Sgt-at-arms Rtn Jim Yeager welcomed all Visiting 
Rotarian and Guests. 
 

HAPPY BUCKS - Details see Page 4. 

Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries 
Birthdays – nil  
 

Spouse’s Birthdays – nil 
 

Anniversaries – nil 
 

Program for June 11, 2007 

Your JUN & JUL ‘07 Diary 

Jun 4 - Weekly Lunch Meeting @ FCC 
Jun 11 – Weekly Lunch Meeting @ FCC 
Jun 18 – Weekly Lunch Meeting @ FCC 
Jun 25 – Weekly Lunch Meeting @ FCC 
Jul 2 – Weekly Lunch Meeting @ FCC 
Jul 9 – INSTALLATION DINNER 
 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On behalf of Pres Kay, who is not feeling well 
at home, PE Helene made the following 
announcements: 
 

1) There is a Board Meeting today after the 
regular meeting. Board members are requested 
to stay back. 
  

2) Students of the Year Recognition –  
Rtn John Lauer presented Certificates of 
Recognition to 5 students, also recipients of 
$500 Scholarship each.  
See picture & details on Page 5. 
 

3) District 6600 World Community Workshop 
(WCW) – Rtn Jim Yeager introduced the 3 
students who attended the workshop, David 
Gutierrez and Alayna Dorobek from Fremont 
Ross High, and Matthew Ingles from SJCC.   

PRESIDENT’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Feedback E-Mail: 
fooster@woh.rr.com 

Rtn Angelica Rinehart 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.fremontrotaryclub.org 

Rotary Club of Fremont, 
Ohio, USA  

* District 6600 * 

See picture & details on Page 5. 
 

4) Membership Satisfaction Questionnaire 
– Incoming Club Secretary Rtn Becky 
Shaffer is distributing questionnaires for 
members to complete and return. The 
questionnaire will be served to provide the 
incoming board with members’ views. 
 

5) Ms. Nanette Russell of HealthLink is 
present at today’s lunch meeting to meet 
with members who participated in the 
Health Risk Assessment.  
 
6) There is no meeting next week, May 
28th. 

PROGRAM OF THE DAY  
ROTARY PRAYER  

Almighty Father  
whose bounteous Love 

has brought us to  
this time and place  

 
Grant that we may 

serve Thee by service to 
others 

 
Bless this food,  

our program and our 
club to this end 

Amen 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE  

I pledge allegiance to 
the Flag of the United 

States of America 
and to the Republic for 

which it stands 
one Nation under God, 

indivisible 
with Liberty and  

Justice for all 
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Mayor Overmyer’s presentation appears on 
Pages 7 to 9. 
 
For more information, please visit 
www.fremontohio.org 
 

PE Helene thanked the Mayor for his 
presentation. 

Speaker – Mayor Terry M Overmyer 
Topic – “State of the City” 
 
PE Helene invited PP Daniel H Lease to 
introduce the guest speaker, Mayor Terry 
Overmyer, City of Fremont, Ohio. 
 

In 1992, Overmyer was only 34 when he 
was first elected as Mayor of Fremont, He 
hasn’t run against a serious candidate since 
then.  
 
A 1974 graduate of Ross High School, 
Overmyer, in 1980, left behind a 
construction career and bought Bel-Aire 
Cleaners, a business he still owns. It was as 
president of the Potter Village Shopping 
Center Association that he got his first look 
at the political world. 
 

Lottery Winner 
Payout was $12. 
Winner – Rtn Dan Darr 
Good news – The Queen of Spades lives 
for now as the deck is “missing”;  
the pot worth $139! 

Secret Hand Shaker 
No Secret Hand Shaker at this meeting. 



  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotary Club of Fremont, 
Ohio, USA  

* District 6600 * 

 
FOUR-WAY 

TEST  
  

Of the things we 
think, say or do: 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

 
Is it FAIR  

to all concerned? 
 

Will it build 
GOODWILL and 

BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS? 

 
Will it be  

BENEFICIAL  
to all concerned? 
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June 2007 � The Rotarian 
 

Dear fellow Rotarians, 
 

 Nearly a year ago, I wrote on this page that, as Rotarians, "we are not content to let 
matters stay the way they have always been, in our clubs or in our communities. We are the 
ones who ask, Why not us?" 
 

 In the last year, I have been privileged to meet thousands of Rotarians who have 
asked themselves that very question and risen to its challenge. I have seen projects that have 
astounded me with their creativity and their ambition, and projects that came to fruition 
through an incredible degree of thought, planning, and insight. I have seen clubs overcome all 
sorts of barriers to deal with the true problems facing their communities. And I have seen all 
of this done with warmth, grace, and the skill born of local knowledge – and, often, with the 
support of our Rotary Foundation. 
 

 Every project I have seen has impressed me in its own way. The projects that have 
impressed me the most, however, have been those addressing a need that no one has been 
able to meet before, whether because of a lack of resources, a lack of ability, or simply a lack 
of awareness. Sometimes the problem was obvious and acknowledged, such as an ill-
equipped clinic or a polluted water source. Sometimes the problem was never openly 
mentioned, such as the dilemma faced every month by girls attending schools without 
bathrooms. What I have seen this year is that whether the need is for water filters, blood 
banks, HIV treatment, toilet stalls, or literacy, Rotarians are finding what needs to be done – 
and doing it. 
 

 The projects that stand out in my mind the most are those that are meeting real needs 
and quietly changing lives. I will always remember the Rotary club project that’s bringing 
simple, yet effective, low-cost prosthetic hands to amputees, returning to them employability 
and self-sufficiency; the Rotary club supported library in Hsinchu, Taiwan, that gives so 
many more children access to books; the Rotary club-sponsored classroom that’s educating 
children living in the tuberculosis ward of an African hospital; and the Rotary club-built 
school for autistic children, for whom there had been no services in the area. 
 

 These are just a few of the projects that have truly made a difference. There is no 
need for exaggeration or hyperbole here: These projects have very literally moved the courses 
of lives by giving people education, improved health, and a real chance at a better future. In 
some cases, Rotarians invested tremendous resources of time, energy, and their own funds. In 
others, all that was needed was a knowledgeable and caring person to step in, look around, 
and do what needed to be done. 
 

 It has been a great joy this year to see how Rotarians all over the world are choosing 
to Lead the Way. I look forward to continuing with you in this great task for many more years 
to come. Lorna and I thank you for your many kindnesses to us. This year has changed our 
lives. 

IMPORTANT DATE - Wednesday, Aug 22, 2007 
District 6600 will be hosting RI President Wilfrid Wilkinson’s Visit  

from 5:30pm-9pm,  at John C Myers Convocation Center, Ashland University.  
 

The Club will be sharing a charter bus with RC Oak Harbor & RC Port Clinton for this event. The bus 
will leave from Fremont Country Club, departure time will be provided later.  $35 per person.  

Please sign up early! 



  

] 
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Happy Bucks 
…continue 

Sgt-at-arms Rtn Jim 
Yeager collected money 
from the following 
members: 
Rtn Bill Goad for playing 
at a charitable golf 
tournament at Marshall 
last week with some of 
the New England Patriot 
Football Players; 
Rtn MJ Michael paid $5 
for her daughter, who is 
pregnant with her 1st 
granddaughter and very 
happy to introduce her 
new Marketing Manager, 
Ms. Suzanne Morley; 
Rtn Steve Gruner paid 
$10 for winning Park 
Levy & having funds for 
the next 10 years. 

���������
���	
���
�
Members are encouraged 
to bring their used cell 
phones and printer ink 
cartridges to our 
Monday’s lunch meeting 
or to the United Way 
Office for Rtn Linda 
Havens.  The United Way 
uses these items to help 
fund their projects. 

WE ARE SO PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE  
our Club’s STRIVE Scholarship 1st Place Winner, 

Kassy Parker 
won a District Scholarship  

Rotary District 6600 STRIVE Program Making an Impact 
2006-07 District Scholarship Recipients Named 
Reported by Jim Hieb, STRIVE Chair  
 

The 2006-07 District STRIVE scholarship competitions were held in Findlay and 
Oberlin for STRIVE students from the western and eastern clubs respectively on 
May 12th.  
 

Ottawa-Glandorf Rotarian and Assistant Governor Sue Hohenbrink led a team of 
judges in Findlay and are pleased to announce:  
 

Western Region Scholarship Winners:  
1st Place – Carol DeVault, Jr., Anthony Wayne High School  
(sponsored by the Waterville Rotary Club)  
2nd Place – Kassy Parker, Fremont Ross High School 
(sponsored by the Fremont Rotary Club)  

PDG John Cole led a team of judges in Oberlin and is pleased to announce:  
 

Eastern Region Scholarship Winners:  
1st Place – Shannon Finley, Avon Lake High School 
(sponsored by the Avon/Avon Lake Rotary Club)  
2nd Place – Brittney Goodwin, Firelands High School 
(sponsored by the Vermilion Rotary Club)  

 
District 6600 will award each 1st place recipient a $2000 (renewable) scholarship 
and both 2nd place recipient will receive a $1000 scholarship. These scholarships 
are above and beyond what is awarded at the local club level (now estimated to be 
over $50,000). Congratulations to all participants!!!!  
 

Hats off to the Sylvania Rotary Club for participating in the district competition 
for the first time. The Sylvania Rotary Club sponsors two programs: Southview 
High School and Northview High School.  
 

A training session is being planned for mid-summer for all STRIVE coordinators 
and clubs wishing to initiative a STRIVE program for the 2007-08 school year – 
look for more details coming soon. 

(L to R)  
AG Sue with the winners 
Kassy & Cartol  
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The 3 students who attended 3 days workshop on 
Pakistan are as follows … 
- Mr. David Gutierrez (Fremont Ross High School) 
- Ms. Alayna Dorobek (Fremont Ross High School) 
- Mr. Matthew Ingles (SJCC) 
 

Each student took turns speaking of their experience 
at the workshop. All were impressed by the speaker 
from Pakistan. They found the workshops 
informative, and they had fun meeting with other 
participants. In fact it was David’s 2nd time 
attending WCW. 
 

They also learnt about Rotary International and 
what the organization does.  Alayna was so 
impressed that she volunteered to start an Interact 
Club in her school (she is a sophomore now).   
PE Helene is very happy to hear that … so happy 
that the club might just take up her offer! 

(L to R) Katherine, Eric, Stephanie, Beth & Nick 

21st Annual  
Defiance Rotary & District 6600  

World Community Workshop (WCW)  
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Students of the Month  

FEBRUARY 2007 
Ms. Stephanie Wilhelm 
Fremont Ross High School 

Students of the Month 
 JANUARY 2007 
Mr. Nick Swint 
St. Joseph Central 

Catholic High School 

Students of the Month 
 SEPTEMBER 2006 

Ms. Beth Affholder 
Vanguard Career Center 

Students of the Month – 
MARCH 2007 

Ms. Katherine Jones 
Terra Community College 

Students of the Month 
 APRIL 2007 

Mr. Eric Silva 
Tech Prep 

(L to R)  
Matthew, Alayna & David  

All 5 students attended 
the May 21st Lunch 
Meeting to receive a 
Certificate of Recognition 
and a $500 Scholarship 
each.  
 
The students thanked 
Fremont Rotary Club and 
their sponsors for the 
recognition. They also 
introduced their parents  
at the meeting.  
 
Rtn John Lauer invited 
the parents to stand up 
and be recognized for 
their dedication and 
efforts in their kid’s 
success.  Members gave a 
round of applause to the 
parents.  
 

SPECIAL MESSAGE 
John & Mike, 
 Thank you for all your hard work 
with students again this year! 
 It's so exciting to see the students 
each month and hear their individual 
success stories! 
 Again thank you!  

Pres. Kay 

SPECIAL MESSAGE 
Hal & PP Tom H, 
 Thank you for your 
leadership with Rotary's 
Community Workshop and 
the students!  

Pres. Kay 
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Dr. Traci McCaudy … our fellow member & what you should know 

WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT PROFESSIONAL STATUS? (Working 
or Retired) 
I am employed as the superintendent of Fremont City Schools. 
 

HOW DID YOU KNOW ABOUT ROTARY? 
Current members of Rotary encouraged me to join the organization. 
 

WHAT IS YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH FREMONT ROTARY?  
I am a new member of the Fremont Rotary. 
 
 

WHAT MAKES YOU HAPPY?  
I enjoy being with my family and I love working with kids! 
 

WHAT REALLY IRRITATES YOU?  
People with hidden agendas irritate me. 
 

WHAT MAKES YOU SAD?  
It makes me sad that we pay professional athletes and celebrities more 
money than what we spend on education. 
 

WHAT MAKES YOU ANGRY?  
People who mistreat children and animals make me angry. 
 

WHAT’S THE BEST ADVISE YOU’VE EVER RECEIVED?  
My father always told me, “Don’t be afraid to do the right thing.” 
 

WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT IN YOUR LIFE? 
My family and friends are most important in my life. 
 

FAVORITE THING TO DO ON A HOT SUMMER DAY?  
I love sitting on the beach with a great book. 
 

FAVORITE THING TO DO ON A SNOWY WINTER DAY?  
I enjoy watching good movies. 
 

WHAT’S THE FIRST THING YOU THINK AND DO WHEN YOU 
WAKE UP?  
I think about all of the tasks I must complete by the end of the day. 
 

ANY HIDDEN TALENTS?  
I love to cook. 
 
 

Pick five words that describe yourself....  
I am sensitive, caring, professional, hard working and trustworthy. 
 

If you could play an instrument, what would it be?    
I do not have an artistic bone in my body. 
 

If you could have any job you wanted, what would it be?    
I already have a great job! 
 

If you had a million dollar (USD1,000,000), what would you do with 
it?  
I would donate some of the monies to my favorite charities, give some 
monies to my family members and invest the remaining dollars.  
 

If you could take a vacation anywhere in the world where would it 
be?    
I have heard that Italy is a wonderful place to vacation. 

ROTARY 
FELLOWSHIP 

MONTH  

Whether you're interested in golf, 
humanitarian service, or floral design, 
connect with Rotarians who share your 
interests by joining a Global Networking 
Group @ 
http://www.rotary.org/programs/fellows
hips/index.html. These groups include 
Rotary Fellowships, which bring 
Rotarians together for recreational and 
vocational activities, and Rotarian 
Action Groups, which unite members in 
the spirit of service.  
 
View @ 
http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/downl
oadcenter/pdfs/gng_directory.pdf a 
complete list of Rotary Fellowships and 
Rotarian Action Groups, or contact the 
Global Networking Groups coordinator 
@ rotaryfellowships@rotary.org for 
more information. 



  

TRANSCRIPT OF MAYOR TERRY OVERMYER’S RESENTATION  
AT FREMONT ROTARY CLUB’S LUNCH MEETING ON MAY 21, 2007  
 
Before I get started with my comments, I want to take a moment to thank our men and women in uniform who are 
fighting the war against terrorism around the world. They and their families are sacrificing so we can all enjoy our 
freedoms here at home. And I ask all of you Rotarians, if you run into one of our service members in town, please thank 
them for their commitment and service to our country.   
 
Recently I have been making the rounds to our local service clubs recapping the State of City Address that I gave in 
February.  Since we are now in the middle of May and that speech is more about what happened last year I thought 
today I would tell you more about what we are currently working on and issues that we are facing.  Hopefully I will still 
have time after to answer any questions. 
 
Ohio Renewable Fuels the company that is trying to build an ethanol plant here in Fremont at the former Michigan 
Sugar plant is probably the number one question that I’m getting these days.  As you know Michigan Sugar pulled out 
of this facility years ago when they could only contract with our local farmers for 12,000 acres to grow sugar beats but 
needed 18,000 acres.   
 
Jim Ruhlman, Vice President of Administration for Michigan Sugar, first hinted about the idea to Fremont’s Economic 
Development Office in November of 2003.  Upon the completion of the feasibility study that indicated the development 
of an ethanol plant in Fremont would be a good investment, a meeting was held in Columbus, Ohio in mid 2005.  
Representatives from Michigan Sugar Company, City of Fremont, Ohio’s Department of Development, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Ohio Air Quality Development Authority, consultants and lawyers convened to discuss the 
project. 
 
Michigan Sugar Company has decided to hire Fagen, Inc. to construct a 50 million gallon per year ethanol plant.  This 
ninety million dollar project is scheduled to begin in August 2007 and will take 12–18 months to complete.  They are 
currently in the process of clearing the site to make room for this plant.  But sometimes when company makes these 
announcements it’s not always as simple as it looks.  Many hurdles serviced on this project that have the possibility of 
being deals breakers.  Columbia Gas says that a new transportation line needs to be installed costing millions that they 
refuse to help with, the railroad says that they need a million dollar in line switch but won’t make that investment and 
AEP says the transformers could take years to install.  On top of that, ethanol plant announcements are popping all over 
the region.  I believe the first plant to construct will be the only plant in the region.  This is not Iowa and we just don’t 
have the corn to supply all of these plants. We are and will remain to be committed to this project. 
 
Calpine Corporation or The Fremont Energy Center is another hot topic.  As you might recall they started construction 
in the fall of 2001 on this $345 million, 530 megawatt electric making facility.  They got about 75% completed filled 
bankruptcy and mothballed the project.  The good news is everything that is needed to finish this project is on site or in 
warehouses in Fremont.  Earlier this year I met with officials from Calpine to discuss this plants future.  Calpine assured 
me that this plant is still very important to their portfolio.  With that being said they informed us that they are going to 
use the next 6 months to try and sell the facility.  If it’s sold obviously the new buyer would finish the project and put it 
in production.  They also continued to say if they could not get the price that is suitable they would finish the project 
themselves.  They advised that this would take 12 to 18 months to complete.  So it is my hope that in 2 years we may 
finally see some type of production at this facility. 
 
On a side note, to date, the Calpine Corporation has done everything they ever committed to do for this community.  
This month they made their final payment of $273,000 to the schools that totaled $676,000 for last year.  They just 
signed another agreement to pay our local schools $225,000 in July and December of this year and March of next, 
$150,000 to the City of Fremont that is split with Sandusky Township and $24,000 to Vanguard.  This is the original 
deal that was constructed for their tax abatement, which by the way under today’s laws they no longer legally have to. 
 
They paid up front (which turned out to be a pretty smart move on our part) $14 million for the Water Treatment Plant 
Expansion so we can make the water that they will need and they paid $5 million to construct the water line that was 
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needed to transport that water.  While we were upgrading that transportation system we strategically picked a route that 
the main water line was in bad shape and needed to be replaced so it would not have to be paid for by the users.  Calpine 
also needed an easement to run that water line beside the proposed Rails to Trials western route from the Sandusky 
County Park District that was estimated to be worth $10,000.  They made a $500,000 donation to the County Park 
district for that easement. 
 
Fremont Rural Water is another project that you are probably hearing about.  In the past if property owners wanted 
water outside our corporation lines they had to sign a convenient that stated they would annex into the City of Fremont 
if and when your property became contiguous. For a number of reasons we now feel it’s time to reach out for more 
customers and Fremont Rural Water allows us to do just that. 
Last year the first construction project for the Fremont Rural Water System was completed.  There was a need to 
provide water to the Hampton Inn on SR 53 at the Ohio Turnpike.  A new Waterline Main was extended through Rivera 
Mobile Home Park, along Port Clinton Road, across SR 53 to the Ohio Turnpike.  City water is now available in this 
area north of the Corporation Limit.  The bids were just opened for this year’s project which will extend new water lines 
down Hayes Ave. west to Michaels Rd. and the Ponds View area.  Parts of Buckland Ave to Pinewood Drive and 
sections of Napoleon Rd. will also see improvements with city water outside of our corporation limits. 
 
Other projects that we are doing this year will include a new addition to the skating rink that will be a locker room 
restroom facility.  The hockey program now offered in this community is growing by leaps and bonds.  Currently we 
have teams changing into the uniforms behind curtains in some hallways around the complex.  This addition will give us 
more space and allow us to host bigger events.  The Fremont Community Center had another record year in 2006 with 
attendance at 101,641 generating $605,229 in revenue, representing an all time high since this facility was built. 
 
Our efforts to encourage employers to retain jobs in Fremont are exemplified by working with The Fremont Company 
that will soon begin a 5-year multimillion dollar expansion project at its sauerkraut facility on North Front Street.  
Building and infrastructure improvements are necessary to keep up with the increased production demands.  The City of 
Fremont will upgrade sewer lines and street pavement on Liberty and Milton Streets to accommodate the increased 
production.  The Ohio Department of Development has committed a $100,000 roadway improvement grant to the City 
of Fremont to help with the $300,000 infrastructure expense.    
 
All of this is good news that we should celebrate. Fremont is certainly a city in a state of progress.  But as we celebrate, 
we must also acknowledge that Fremont is also a city that faces major challenges.  
 
Primary among these are in our Water and Sewer Departments. 
Storm and sanitary sewers and the Wastewater Treatment Plant are all issues that need to be addressed.  There are 
existing sewers well over 100 years old.  For one example, the Bull Run Sewer is an inverted egg-shape brick sewer 
hand laid in the 1920’s to enclose an existing ravine running through the northwest part of the City.  Over the years, it 
filled in with up to 20 to 30 feet of debris.  The big question is how to repair, rehabilitate, or replace this type of sewer.  
Two other projects are in various stages regarding sanitary sewers.  The main sewer serving the northwest area of the 
City outlets to our treatment plant runs along North Street through a siphon structure under the railroad.  The pipe of this 
siphon system has deteriorated and several repairs have been performed over the years.  The sewer main on Garrison 
Street is another brick sewer.  There have been numerous cave-ins over the last twenty years.  With considerable study, 
it has been agreed rehabilitation is not cost effective and the sewer needs to be replaced. 

 
Our aging close-to-capacity sewage treatment plant, coupled with an unfunded mandate by the Ohio EPA to eliminate 
our long term combined sewer overflow, resulted in the hiring of ARCADIS of Toledo to do a Master Plan for the entire 
sewer system.  Preliminary discussions with ARCADIS have confirmed what the WPCC staff has felt for many years, 
that is the WPCC and the collection system are in need of attention, sooner rather than later.  These repairs could easily 
reach millions of dollars. 

 
Although the Sandusky River proved to be a plentiful source of water, and the Ballville dam has served the City for over 
35 years, the variable quality of the water source continues to be a concern.  Heavy seasonal rains in late spring caused 
nitrate levels to exceed the maximum contaminant level once again last year.  
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The City of Fremont is planning for the construction of a new raw water supply reservoir to address nitrate violations in 
the drinking water. Nitrate violations pose a serious public health concern. The existing reservoir created by the 
Ballville Dam on the Sandusky River is subject to elevated nitrate levels from agricultural runoff. The solution is to 
construct a new up ground reservoir which will eliminate the nitrate violations by allowing the City to selectively pump 
raw water from the river. The project is a very high priority with Ohio EPA.  They have earmarked the Sandusky River 
as the worst river in the state for nitrates.  The cost for a new reservoir is estimated to be about $18 million. 
 
A new reservoir will allow the Ballville Dam to be removed. This is an extremely high priority with ODNR since it 
would make an additional 22 miles and 300 acres of walleye (and other fish) spawning habitat available (15 times the 
amount that is currently available). This is huge since the Sandusky River is second only to the Maumee River in Lake 
Erie walleye spawning habitat.  
The dam and the seawall are in need of repairs and improvements to meet the requirements of the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources Division of Dam Safety’s recent inspection report.  Engineer’s estimates to make the needed repairs 
to the dam and improvements to the seawall are expected to be $4 million.   
 
ODNR has indicated that it would help the City fund construction of a new reservoir so that the dam may be removed. It 
is still unclear how much ODNR funding may be available. But we have heard numbers between 4 and 10 million. The 
likely source for the City's share of the cost of the reservoir is Ohio EPA's Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. The 
City is trying to find additional sources of funding to reduce the amount it would need to borrow through this fund. To 
reduce the burden on local ratepayers, I am pursuing a STAG earmark for the reservoir through Senators Voinovich and 
Brown and Congressman Gillmor and Kaptur.  I just returned from Washington D.C. to discuss this project with their 
key appropriations people.  EXPLAIN KAPTUR LAKE ERIE RESTORIATION EFFERTS AND PLANE RIDE. 
 
As I stated in this years State of the City Address I wish to commend the Fremont Rotary Club for their vision and 
investment in helping to bring the “Rotary Way” ramp. This major improvement to the North Coast Inland Trail will be 
an important convenience to the users who want to exit into downtown or Rodger Young Park.  
 
This is just a sample of the items that we are addressing on a daily basis.  Thank you for allowing me to update you.  I 
would be happy to answer any questions. 
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